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I. Introduction

1. The climate crisis is perhaps the most far-reaching and detrimental global crisis facing our world. No nation can escape the impacts of climate change  and its implications for the enjoyment of human rights. Climate change is a complex subject and it is important that all of its dimensions are highlighted. Climate change impacts are felt everywhere and, directly or indirectly, affect a number of Commonwealth member states.
 SHRC congratulates the CFNHRI on ensuring that this crucial issue is on its agenda.
2. The Purpose of this report is to inform the Commonwealth Forum of National Human Rights Institutions (CFNHRI) of the progress and actions achieved by the working group on climate change and human rights since its last meeting on 13 and 14 May 2011 in Bracknell, United Kingdom. 
3. The Bracknell meeting was considered a great success and provided an opportunity to discuss a) impact of climate change on the human rights of the people living in the Commonwealth nations; b) NHRI experiences and c) next practical steps for the working group. 
4. Progress has been made on a number of areas including: providing recommendations and feedback to the Commonwealth Eminent Persons Group, and; strengthening the capacity of NHRIs by sharing key documents and relevant resources that will assist them in their research and advocacy, particularly via the CFNHRI website.  SHRC would like to thank the Australian Human Rights Commission (AHRC), including the Secretariat for their support on these actions.    

II. Working Group on Climate Change and Human Rights

5.  The Working group on climate change and human rights was established in CHOGM meeting in Trinidad and Tobago in 2009, in recognition of the increasing impact of climate change on the human rights of people across the Commonwealth.
  The working group is made up of NHRIs from Canada, Cameroon, Maldives, Nigeria, Tanzania, Uganda and Scotland, which also serves as its chair since October 2010. Its mandate is to discuss and review developments on human rights and climate change in line with the outcomes of CHOGM and to develop proposals and recommendations on human rights and climate change. 

6. In May 2011, the CFNHRI reaffirmed its commitment to working together to support NHRIs to more effectively engage with governments, civil society, and regional and international organisations on climate change and human rights.  
III. Progress and Actions

7. In June 2011, the working group and the CFNHRI started to work on a draft statement on climate change and human rights for the report to CHOGM.  The AHRC provided feedback to the Commonwealth Eminent Persons Group (EPG) and submitted a communiqué to CHOGM in October 2012. The recommendation on climate change and human rights reads:  

‘Recommendation 7: That Commonwealth governments recognise the close link between climate change and human rights and work with NHRIs on implementing and strengthening the Lake Victoria Commonwealth Climate Change Action Plan, including through the provision of adequate resources to ensure its effective implementation and impact.’  

8. As agreed and following the CFNHRI Biennial meeting, SHRC started working on the design, content and style of a website on climate change and human rights in order to strengthen the capacity of NHRIs on this area. 

9. The mini-website will be part of the new CFNHRI website. The climate change and human rights website will be a platform for sharing best practices and providing assistance to NHRIs’ research and advocacy.    

10. 
In October 2011, the proposed layout and content was circulated to the working group, Human Rights Unit and CFNHRI Secretariat for feedback. SHRC together with the AHRC (CFNHRI secretariat) is working on the development content and features of the website.

11. In February 2012, SHRC requested from NHRIs input regarding their individual work on climate change and human rights as a source for potential case studies to be included in the mini-site.
12. SHRC has also circulated a number of documents and relevant resources that will assist them in their research and advocacy in this area.
       
13. The working group is committed to continue strengthening the capacity of NHRIs on this area and encourage all NHRIS which have not already done so to send feedback in relation to the website as well as forwarding details of the work they are undertaking in this area. 
IV. Discussion 
14. Future activities with 2015 and UNFCCC. 
UN special procedure.
Responding to Scotland's initiative in climate justice.
If you have any questions please contact Diego Quiroz, Policy Officer. T. 131 240 2989. Email: diego.quiroz@scottishhumanrights.com 
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� Oxfam, Briefing on the Horn of Africa Drought: Climate Change and Future Impacts on Food Security, August 2011. At �HYPERLINK "http://www.oxfam.org/en/grow/policy/horn-africa-drought-climate-change-and-future-impacts-food-security"�http://www.oxfam.org/en/grow/policy/horn-africa-drought-climate-change-and-future-impacts-food-security� (viewed 22 August 2011). The human rights of the indigenous peoples of Canada’s far north as well as those in Australia or New Zealand and of the vulnerable populations of several of the Commonwealth’s small island states are further examples of rights at risk from climate change.


� Commonwealth Heads of Government, Affirmation of Commonwealth Values and Principles, issued by Heads of Government in Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago on 29 November 2009. At �HYPERLINK "http://www.thecommonwealth.org/files/216908/FileName/TrinidadandTobagoAffirmationonCommonwealthValuesandPrinciples.pdf"�http://www.thecommonwealth.org/files/216908/FileName/TrinidadandTobagoAffirmationonCommonwealthValuesandPrinciples.pdf� (viewed 22 August 2011). 


� e.g. Human Rights Council seminar on human rights and climate change (23-24 February 2012); Papers from Climate Change and Migration in the Asia-Pacific Conference (Michael Edwards provided the link for us)


�HYPERLINK http://www.gtcentre.unsw.edu.au/events/climate-change-and-migration-asia-pacific-legal-and-policy-responses ��http://www.gtcentre.unsw.edu.au/events/climate-change-and-migration-asia-pacific-legal-and-policy-responses�
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