12:14:32PM - crpdviewer: Hi

1:22:17PM - crpdviewer: Jaana from Finland is online!

1:25:57PM - crpdseminar: Zoli frim Romania is also online, but I think we have to wait another 30 min :)

1:35:30PM - crpdviewer: You're online!

11:39:41AM - crpdseminar: Hello everyone, this is Duncan from the Scottish Human Rights Commission here. The event is due to start in 20 minutes. Please introduce yourself when you join the discussion. Looking forward to a great event!

11:42:50AM - crpdseminar: DuncanSHRC: If you are tweeting about today's seminar please use the hashtag #crpdseminar

11:45:50AM - crpdseminar:  DuncanSHRC: just to say the palantyping along the bottom is working, we can see the slides and also Laura and Lindsey on screen!

11:55:16AM - crpdviewer: Hi folks

Morag Redwood from SCVO in Inverness online and looking forward to today's event

11:57:07AM - crpdviewer: hello, Jemma here from the live recording - getting ready to start in a few minutes - great to have so many people joining!

11:56:24AM - crpdseminar: DuncanSHRC: Hi Morag, great to have you with us. Please feel free to comment/question via the text box. Everyone else - please introduce yourself when you join

11:56:51AM - crpdviewer: Morag: No visuals or sound - just text box on view.

11:57:55AM - crpdseminar: DuncanSHRC - palantyping just came up "testing testing" briefly now blank screen but we should be about to start the broadcast in a few minutes

11:58:31AM - crpdseminar: Dr Ann Wilson joining from Castle Douglas.  Good morning

11:58:51AM - crpdviewer: Excellent, can see and hear you now

11:58:52AM - crpdseminar: DuncanSHRC - hello broadcast team we can see and hear you shuffling your papers...

1:58:32PM - crpdviewer: Back on the live screen, but no hearing...

11:59:50AM - crpdseminar: DuncanSHRC: you should be able to hear and see the broadcast now. If you can't please try refreshing your internet browser or changing your audio settings

12:00:28PM - crpdseminar: DuncanSHRC: we can hear you fine!

1:59:57PM - crpdviewer: Jaana: perfect!

12:01:10PM - crpdseminar: DuncanSHRC: hello everyone from the Scottish Human Rights Commission. Please introduce yourself when you join and feel free to make comments and ask questions via this text box

12:02:26PM - crpdviewer: Hello, Don Toonen from the Moray Council is online.

12:03:12PM - crpdseminar: DuncanSHRC: hello to everyone joining across Scotland and across the world! Do say hello and introduce yourself please

12:03:13PM - crpdseminar: Hi! Rhian at Scottish Independent Advocacy Alliance here

2:04:51PM - crpdseminar: Hello, Zoli from www.cevadespus.ro (something to say) -  support person of a self-advocacy movement

12:05:51PM - crpdseminar: DuncanSHRC: if you would like to view the previous seminar from December, on the topic of "human rights in an economic recession" you can view it here: http://www.scottishhumanrights.com/ourwork/crpd/seminar

12:06:31PM - crpdviewer: Hello , Surinder Kaur Saroya ( Director, Inclusion Scotland)  joining you again today.  

12:06:57PM - crpdseminar: DuncanSHRC: hello to Dr Ann Wilson, Morag Redwood, Jaana, Don Toonen, Rhian, Surinder and Zoli. Is anyone else out there? please say hello!

12:10:05PM - crpdseminar: DuncanSHRC: Laura is presenting what disabled people in Scotland have told the Commissions. for more info please see http://www.scottishhumanrights.com/ourwork/crpd/crpdparticipation

12:12:06PM - crpdseminar: DuncanSHRC: if you have any questions/comments please type them in this box and we will try to answer them here or via the broadcast...

12:14:22PM - crpdseminar: Hello from Alastair Moir

Hello from Margaret Ward

12:15:45PM - crpdviewer: Jemma SHRC - looking back at the palantyping transcript, it seems that I might have said that the seminar is aimed at disabled peoples organisations and disabled people in 'Glasgow' - of course I had meant organisations and individuals ACROSS Scotland! And it is for the State (the government) to remove all barriers to the realisation of rights. I hope that was clear. It can be quite unsettling being on camera!

12:15:02PM - crpdseminar: DuncanSHRC: welcome Alastair and Margaret. Do let us know where you are joining from.

12:16:15PM - crpdseminar: Alastair Moir and Margaret Ward are in Dumfries

12:16:54PM - crpdseminar: DuncanSHRC: thanks Alastair and Margaret. feel free to make comments/ask questions via this text box

12:17:51PM - crpdseminar: Hi, Pauline Nolan here from Inclusion Scotland.

12:18:40PM - crpdseminar: Scottish legislation guarantees the right to independent advocacy for people with mental health problems to help people have their voices heard and have a say in their own lives, but there is very little support or funding for advocacy to help people with physical disabilities .. 

12:19:39PM - crpdseminar: DuncanSHRC: Hi Pauline, welcome to the seminar. it's easier this side of the camera!

12:19:59PM - crpdseminar: Pauline: yep! : ) 

12:21:21PM - crpdviewer: JemmaSHRC: the Commission cannot take individual legal complaints but we offer some signposting to providers of legal help and advice on our website, including contact details for the Legal Services Agency (where our speaker, Lindsey, works) - http://www.scottishhumanrights.com/abouthumanrights/helpwithhumanrights

12:22:12PM - crpdseminar: Any questions? please feel free...

12:24:32PM - crpdviewer: Morag: would welcome panel's views on Article 13: Access to Justice and the exclusion from jury duty of people with disabilities who require interpretation services. I sit on the Equality Advisory Group for the Scottish Courts Service and have become aware that only those appointed to serve on the jury can be in the final closed session so this excludes interpretors, attendant carers etc. There is also the challenges of something visual like photographic evidence being interpreted to someone with a visual disability as the interpretation might be challenged as being a subjective representation. Is there any way of working round these difficult issues? At present, a disabled person can be called for jury service and attend on the day but this can result in disappointment if the lawyers on the day choose to reject them. 

12:28:23PM - crpdseminar: DuncanSHRC: thanks Morag for your question. Very interesting issue. Article 13 should extend to participating in the justice system in all roles, including as a member of a jury. The UN Committee has been very clear on that. Making that happen should be linked with the duty under the Convention of reasonable accommodation, so the issue you raise should be one where the Government and other authorities are identifying steps they can take to change the situation - i.e. to take the steps that will allow people with disabilities to sit on juries in practice. So it would be interesting to ask what steps are being taken to do that

12:33:42PM - crpdseminar: DuncanSHRC: the lights may be out but we can still see you are there!

12:35:04PM - crpdviewer: JemmaSHRC - "enlightening"

12:34:29PM - crpdseminar: DuncanSHRC: lights are out but somebody is at home

12:35:10PM - crpdseminar: Pauline: Dear oh dear - stick to legal stuff Duncan!!!

12:37:14PM - crpdseminar: Pauline: very worried about access to justice with cuts of funding to advice centres all over the country. Any thoughts?

12:39:52PM - crpdseminar: please tweet on the seminar using the tag #crpdseminar

12:42:46PM - crpdseminar:  Margaret Dumfries.Thanks! A great treat to communicate in this way.

12:43:02PM - crpdseminar: how can the UN Disability Convention help with all the things Lindsey has just said?

2:43:54PM - crpdviewer: Jaana (from Finland, Satakunta University of Applied Sciences): No-one knows if or when we all might be somehow disabled, and in a need of support and Getting Justice. If the existing barriers are solved (even partly) for the disabled, it always increases the possibility to get justice also for the abled people! Sadly it doesn't appear to happen vice versa...

12:44:29PM - crpdseminar: What is the Justice Disability Steering Group doing now?

12:45:29PM - crpdseminar: Just to confirm, Scottish Independent Advocacy Alliance is not about Legal Advocacy, but the about giving a voice to people and helping them to have their own say.  but really important for people going through these processes - people can 'Find an Advocate' in their local areas. thanks for the link!

12:45:30PM - crpdseminar: who is on that group?

12:45:54PM - crpdseminar: Pauline: where is the justice disability steering group based?

12:46:54PM - crpdseminar: The SIAA has just just released a report on the decline of funding and increasing demand - on our home page if anyone wants a peek! 

12:47:01PM - crpdviewer: How are Advocacy agencies monitored for Disabled People ? SK Saroya

12:47:23PM - crpdseminar: SHRCDuncan: any retrogressive steps in realising Convention rights have to be carefully justified in relation to the full range of rights

12:47:36PM - crpdseminar: http://www.siaa.org.uk/

12:47:52PM - crpdseminar: thanks!! 

12:48:37PM - crpdseminar: DuncanSHRC: justice disability steering group includes a wide range of justice agencies as well as civil society

12:48:43PM - crpdseminar: 

12:48:55PM - crpdseminar: http://www.siaa.org.uk/images/books/1112sia08_moreforless.pdf - More for Less - SIAA research

12:48:59PM - crpdseminar: Is the group independent then?

12:49:20PM - crpdseminar: DuncanSHRC: I believe JDSG is based in Edinburgh and coordinated by Scottish Government Justice Department. 

12:49:56PM - crpdseminar: DuncanSHRC: it is a working group, including government and civil society so it includes views from all sides

12:50:58PM - crpdseminar: DuncanSHRC: you can find out more on Justice Disability Steering Group on the Capability Scotland website: http://www.capability-scotland.org.uk/what-is-capability-doing-for-me-now/campaigns/jdsg/

12:51:12PM - crpdseminar: Questions about what JDSG is doing now?

12:51:29PM - crpdseminar: How are Advocacy agencies monitored for Disabled People ? SK Saroya

12:53:41PM - crpdviewer: Jemma:SHRC thanks Surinder. I have passed your question to the panel.

12:52:57PM - crpdseminar: Are the UK government taking into account the difference between Scotland and England /wales in their tender?

12:52:51PM - crpdviewer: Thanks Jemma

12:55:41PM - crpdviewer: JemmaSHRC: Where any questions are not addressed in full today, we will endevour to pass them on to the relevant Government/ authority lead. It's worth remembering that the Commissions are independent national human rights institutions - monitoring the Disability Convention implementation - not part of government

12:54:53PM - crpdseminar:  Alastair - In a rural area such as Dumfries & Galloway access to justice is significantly affected by basic access issues such as available accessible transport and personal support. Very often funding constraints are being used as an excuse for reducing these services and therefore individuals access to justice.

12:55:03PM - crpdseminar: DuncanSHRC: yes, we also reiterated the importance of recognising the different legal system and advice landscape in Scotland. However I would encourage anyone who is concerned about advice services on human rights and equality in Scotland to contact the UK Government Equality Office

12:56:14PM - crpdseminar: Pauline: strongly recommend 'how fair is Britain?'.

12:57:04PM - crpdseminar: DuncanSHRC: if your question has not been answered we will stay online after the seminar finishes and will take all comments into account in our work to monitor the Disability Convention and promote its realisation - including through an Action Plan we hope the Scottish Government will develop to address gaps

12:58:04PM - crpdseminar: Pauline: Thanks all, good seminar. 

12:58:24PM - crpdseminar: Thanks so much to the Commissions and to Lindsey for an excellent seminar - I learned a lot but there is a lot to do to secure justice

12:58:31PM - crpdseminar: Really good seminar! thank you

12:58:55PM - crpdseminar: DuncanSHRC: contact the commission on hello@scottishhumanrights.com or ehrc on scotland@equalityhumanrights.com

12:59:53PM - crpdseminar: next seminar on 13 February at the same time. Pam Duncan will be with us from Independent Living in Scotland

2:59:44PM - crpdviewer: Jaana: my 1st online seminar, a truly nice experience, thank you! looking forward for the next one!

1:00:22PM - crpdviewer: Morag - say happy birthday to Joe!

1:00:20PM - crpdviewer: Thank you all, SK Saroya. See you on the 13th I hope. 

1:00:30PM - crpdseminar: DuncanSHRC: how did you find the seminar? please let us know

